
PEDESTRIAN ENFORCEMENT



Purpose of 
Enforcement

Bethlehem City Enforcement Program

Reduction of pedestrian injuries 
and fatalities is the goal of 
pedestrian enforcement. 

This enforcement focuses on 
enforcement of right-of-way 
pedestrian laws at crosswalks. 



It also focuses on 
pedestrians crossing 
streets at appropriate 
locations. 

The goal of this high-
visibility enforcement 
campaign is to gain 
compliance of pedestrian 
laws, even when officers 
are not present.



The Law



Basically, a 
continuation 
of the 
sidewalk 
across the 
intersection or 
wherever they 
are distinctly 
marked.

Title 75, 
Section 102, 
CROSSWALK



A crosswalk is present at 
every intersection, 
whether painted or not, 
and whether there are 
sidewalks on both, one 
or none of the legs of 
the intersection. 



Marked crosswalks 
are not only at 
intersections, but 
may also be  mid-
block in an urban 
setting (or any 
other location 
where there are 
pavement 
markings. 



Drivers must yield to  
pedestrians in a 
crosswalk.

Pedestrians should not 
walk or run
unexpectedly into the 
path of a moving vehicle. 

Drivers are not required 
to yield until you begin 
to step into the 
crosswalk.







When crossing the street 
at a signalized 
intersection, both 
pedestrians and 
motorists must obey 
the traffic-control 
devices.

These signs and signals 
help identify who must 
yield.



High visibility engagement should 
include:
• Educating the public 
• Enforcing obvious violations 
• Using fair game rules 
• Pedestrian decoy  
operations 

• Speed enforcement



Fair Game Rules-
Enforcement
To use fair game rules means to 
target both pedestrian and driver 
violations that create the largest 
amount of risk, especially those 
violations that could lead to injury or 
death. 

Violations that do not increase risk 
may receive a warning, instead of a 
citation. However, some violations are 
inherently dangerous and generally 
should be handled with a citation. 



In particular:
• A driver overtaking and passing another 
car that has stopped to yield to a 
pedestrian in a crosswalk 
• A driver that is speeding through an 
intersection 
• Running a red light
Other violations, that have not been strictly 
enforced may be given warnings until the 
community adjusts. 
These might include:
• Failure to yield to pedestrians at 
uncontrolled crosswalks 
• Failure to yield to pedestrian's right-of-
way at signalized intersections 



Examples of Pedestrian Violations that should always be addressed are:

• Sudden entry into the roadway (darting out) – especially if cars must 
swerve to avoid the pedestrian 

• Pushing through a crowd of people waiting during the Don't Walk 
signal and crossing against the light.

• Crossing against a Don't Walk signal 

• Jaywalking and other minor violations may be best addressed with a 
warning, at the officer's discretion.



Combine pedestrian safety 
enforcement efforts with other 
traffic enforcement efforts.

Enforcement Strategies

Use "High Visibility Engagement”
strategy —Involve the media- Let the public know its not 
about citations. You are trying to change the behavior of 
drivers and pedestrians. 



Targeted Crosswalk 
Enforcement

• Uses a police officer as a street 
crosser, looking for drivers who 
violate the pedestrian's right-of-way. 

• This “decoy” carefully observes the 
rules and makes allowance for 
drivers to yield. 

• Violators are stopped and warned or 
cited as appropriate. 



Be highly visible and 
obtain media coverage 
if possible. 

The goal is to raise 
pedestrian safety 
awareness and educate 
the public on the need 
to obey the law. 



Speed Matters





Most Frequent Driver At-Fault Crash Types



Common Driver Violations
• Failure to yield to a pedestrian 

who has the right-of-way at a 
signalized or unsignalized  
crosswalk 

• Failure to yield to a pedestrian 
during a right turn on red 

• A driver should also yield the 
right-of-way to a pedestrian at a 
signalized intersection if the Walk 
signal is lit.



Common Pedestrian 
Violations



Make the Stop



Pedestrians 
Crossing at Other 
than Crosswalks
3543 Title 75

(a) General rule.--Every pedestrian 
shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles 
upon the roadway if not crossing at an 
intersection or marked crosswalk.

(c) Between controlled intersections 
in urban district.--Between adjacent 
intersections in urban districts where 
signals are operating pedestrians must 
use a marked crosswalk.

(d) Crossing intersection diagonally.--
No pedestrian shall cross a roadway 
intersection diagonally unless authorized 
by official traffic-control devices or by a 
a police officer or other person 
authorized to control regulate traffic. 




