PEDESTRIAN
SAFETY
COMMITTEE

When: May 19th; 8:00AM
Where: Springfield Township Building; 50 Powell Road

Attendees: Jeff Rudolph, President, Springfield Township Commissioner (5™ Ward)
Gina Sage, Springfield Township Commissioner (2" Ward)
Jim Kennedy, Springfield Township Commissioner (4™ Ward)
Chief of Police Joe Daly, Springfield Township Police Department
Lee Fulton, Springfield Township Manager
Steve Lucas, Springfield Township Assistant Manager
Eric Johnson, Township Engineer, Pennoni Engineers
Don Mooney, Executive Director of Operations, Springfield School District
Larry Healy, Constituent Services Advisor, State Representative Jen O’Mara

Elizabeth McNamara — Resident
Kathleen McKeever — Resident
Will Krogh - Resident

Commissioner Rudolph began the meeting promptly at 8:00AM and discussed the upcoming summer
schedule. The Committee plans to meet in June and again in August, however there will be no meeting
scheduled in July.

Springfield School District’s Don Mooney gave an update on the Public Service Announcement videos
that film students are creating regarding pedestrian safety. The students will be wrapping up filming in
the coming days and will begin editing the clips and plan to be complete by the end of the school year.
These educational pieces will be beneficial to students and once complete, shared on the school and
township’s websites and social media pages.

Township Engineer, Eric Johnson provided updates on the two current grants that the township is
pursuing. The application for the Pennsylvania Department of Community & Economic Development’s
Multimodal Transportation Fund is due in June and is currently being prepared. This grant will be used
for the complete upgrade to the Powell Road and Leamy Avenue intersection, including new signalization
and pedestrian accommodations. The U.S. Department of Transportation Safe Streets & Roads for All
grant application is due in July. This grant offers funding for the development of a comprehensive safety
action plan for municipalities. Springfield, Pennoni and the township grant writer have started to
prepare the necessary information — however, the township may piggy-back on Delaware County’s
application for the same grant.

Assistant Township Manager, Steve Lucas, reported that the 2023 street paving program is scheduled to
begin the 3™ week of June. All repaved streets will have the required stop bars and crosswalks redone



with thermoplastic — which does not fade — as the original paint has. The Public Works Department is
started addressing any street that is not scheduled to be repaved, with upgraded thermoplastic street
markings. Hopefully, the updated marking will alert drivers.

Commissioner Rudolph spoke of complaints he received on election day regarding drivers failing to stop
at STOP signs as well as drivers driving at excessive speeds. On one incident, words were exchanged with
the driver proclaiming he didn’t need to stop at the sign if there were no pedestrians. Sad to say, basic
traffic law education is needed.

Commissioner Sage continued to discuss her time shadowing the township crossing guards. There are
too many close calls and impatient drivers are to blame. Commissioner Sage discussed contacting the
Casey Feldman Foundation ( https://www.caseyfeldmanfoundation.org/ ) for education. *Casey
Feldman was Springfield resident who was killed by a distracted driver in 2009.

Resident Liz McNamara suggested the possibility of inviting the foundation to the township’s Family Fun
Day. The Commissioners agreed and Assistant Township Manager Lucas will reach out to the
Foundation.

Commissioner Kennedy spent time at the Springfield Literacy Center during arrival/pickup and was
disheartened to see violations in the school zone. Commissioner Kennedy thanked the police for their
increased presence. Unfortunately, there seems to be more than poor pedestrian behavior from some
students. Many students also have displayed poor behavior, including littering and vandalism. Once
again, personal behavior is to blame.

Chief Daly reported that his department has conducted 81 patrols at schools and with the assistance of
the Traffic Enforcement Grant, had 813 contacts with individuals for citable offenses from May 1t to May
12, Once again, human behavior appears to be the biggest issue. Chief Daly thanked the resident
members of the committee stating, “The community is a key player in keeping Springfield safe.”

Resident Liz McNamara spoke of a situation where she witnessed several young girls repeatedly jaywalk
on South Rolling Road.

Larry Healy from State Representative Jenn O’Mara’s office was proud to announce that legislation has
been introduced in the PA Senate that will ban the use of hand-held devices while driving. There is
support from the House of Representatives and positive talk across the state for getting the much-
needed law passed.

Resident Liz McNamara questioned when the Crossing Guard posts and applicant selection occurs. Chief
Daly discussed the location selection process and the need for a pool of Guards for coverage.

Overall, despite the positive progress and discussion, the overwhelming sentiment is that human
behavior is to blame. Each member of the committee has a story (if not multiple) of incidents where
poor behavior is witnessed. Vehicles failing to stop at marked intersections; vehicles illegally passing
stopped vehicles; distracted pedestrians; etc.

Commissioner Rudolph ended the meeting at 9:03AM



