NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Board of Commissioners of the Township of
Springfield, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, will hold a public hearing on
Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at 8:00pm in the Township Building, 50 Powell Road,
Springfield, PA, 19064 for the purpose of considering the enactment of the
following proposed Ordinance.

TOWNSHIP OF SPRINGFIELD
PROPOSED
ORDINANCE NO. 1628
CHAPTER 45 - FIRE INSPECTION FEES

An Ordinance of the Township of Springfield, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, to further amend,
supplement, change and modify the provisions of Ordinance No. 824, known as the “Code of the
Township of Springfield,” enacted and ordained January 14, 1969, as heretofore amended by amending:
CHAPTER 45 Fire Prevention.

The Board of Commissioners of the Township of Springfield, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, DOES
ORDAIN:

WHEREAS, the First Class Township Code authorizes the Board of Commissioners to make and
adopt ordinances that are consistent with the Constitution and the laws of the Commonwealth that it
deems necessary for the property management and control of the Township and welfare and safety of the
Township and its citizens;

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners desires to protect and promote the public health, safety
and welfare of its citizens, to establish rights and obligations of owners and occupants relating to
commercial properties in the Township and to encourage owners and occupants to maintain and improve
the safety and quality of tenant spaces within the Township.

WHEREAS, to accomplish some goals, the Board of Commissioners enacts Ordinance #1628 to
provide for the registration, licensing and inspection of commercial properties to ensure said properties
are in compliance with applicable Township-adopted building, property maintenance, and other codes and
regulations.

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, after due consideration of the proposed ordinance at a
duly advertised public meeting, has determined that the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens
and residents of the Township will be served by amendments.

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has met the procedural requirements of the First Class
Township Code, 53 P.S. § 65101, et seq., for the adoption of the proposed ordinance;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Commissioners for
Springfield Township, by the authority of the same, to wit:
SECTION 1. CODE AMENDMENT. THE SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP CODE CHAPTER #45,
FIRE PREVENTION; SECTION 45-23 INSPECTIONS, BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:



§45-23.1. Purpose

A. Purposes. This Chapter is intended to serve the following purposes:
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§45-23.2. Definitions

To assist Springfield Township (“Municipality”) in protecting and promoting the
public health, safety and welfare of its citizens.

To provide for a system of inspections; issuance and renewal of licenses; and
establish penalties for violations.

To reduce conditions which would pose a threat to life, property, and the
environment through regular inspection and enforcement programs.

A. The following words and phrases, when used in this Chapter, shall have the meanings given
to them in this section unless the context clearly indicated otherwise:
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Business Days — Days in which the municipality is open to the public for
business.

Code or Ordinance — Any code or ordinance adopted, enacted, and/or in effect
in the municipality.

IBC - International Building Code

IFC — International Fire Code

IMPC — International Property Maintenance Code
NFPA — National Fire Protection Association

Manager/Owner’s Agent — An adult individual designated by the owner of a
tenant space under this Chapter who is responsible for the day-to-day
maintenance, upkeep, and leasing of a tenant space. The manager shall be the
agent of the owner for all purposes under this chapter.

Multi-Unit Building — A building containing two or more tenant spaces.

Municipal Official — An individual, duly appointed by the Municipality with the
responsibility of enforcing this Chapter, any assistants or deputies thereof and
any other Code Enforcement Officer of the Municipality.

Municipality — Springfield Township
Occupant — An individual who occupies tenant space

Person — A natural person, partnership, corporation, unincorporated association,
limited partnership, trust, or any other entity.

Agreement — An understanding written or otherwise between owner and
tenant/occupant.



§45-23.3 Property owner’s and Occupant’s Duties

A. General.
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)

It shall be the duty of every non-residential property owner to submit an annual
current tenant list in order for the Municipality to verify changes in tenancy.

It shall be the duty of every property owner to keep and maintain the premises in
a good, clean, safe condition and in compliance with all applicable codes and
ordinances of the Municipality and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Inspection of Premises. Owner or owner’s agent shall permit Inspections of the
premises by a municipal official between 8:00am to 6:00pm, Business Days.

B. Designation of Property Manager/Property owner’s Agent.
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The property owner may designate a person to serve as property manager of all
units owned (hereinafter “Owner’s Agent”). The owner’s agent shall have the
authority to act on behalf of the property owner and shall be the agent for
service of process and receiving of notices and demands, as well as for
performing the obligations of the Property owner under this Chapter and under
Rental Agreements with Occupants.

The legal name, mailing address, daytime physical address (not a post office
box), and daytime and evening telephone number(s) of the Owners Agent shall
be provided in writing to the Municipality by the Property owner. Such
information shall be kept current and updated within five (5) business days after
any changes. Said information must also be sent to the Springfield Township
Police Records Department.

C. Disclosure. The Property owner or Owner’s Agent shall disclose to the Occupant in writing
on or before the commencement of the tenancy: the name, address and telephone number of

the Owner’s Agent.

D. Maintenance of Premises.

)

@

The Property owner, Owner’s Agent, and/or Occupant shall keep and maintain the
Premises in compliance with all applicable Codes and Ordinances of The
Municipality and all applicable Commonwealth laws and shall keep the Premises
in good, clean, and safe condition including all routine maintenance, lawn mowing,
ice and snow removal and shall promptly make any and all repairs required to
fulfill this obligation.

Buildings that contain locking entry doors (security doors) at entry points may
include a rapid key access system (Knox Box) as approved by the Fire Marshal.
Buildings containing a fire suppression system shall have the system inspected
and certified by an approved and qualified fire protection system contractor,
trained and experienced in the maintenance and inspection of fire suppression
systems, with a copy of the certification to be provided to the Municipality.
Inspection and maintenance shall be in accordance with a the appropriate NFPA

Standards.



3) Buildings containing a fire detection and/or alarm system monitored by a central
station shall have the system inspected and certified by an approved and qualified
monitoring system contractor, trained and experienced in the maintenance and
inspection of monitoring systems with a copy of the certification to be provided
to the Municipality. Inspection and maintenance shall be in accordance with the
appropriate NFPA Standard.

§45-23.4. Registration and Inspection
A. Registration Requirement

(1) The following shall not be considered residential rental units for the Purposes of
this Chapter:

a. Hotels used for transient visitors to the area, but without units that serve the
same purposes as boarding house units/group homes.

b. Hospitals and state-licensed nursing homes and personal care homes.

B. Inspection Fees for Non-Residential properties are based on the overall square footage of the
building.
1. Initial license and filing $25.00
2. 1to 500 square feet . $100.00
3. 501 to 1,200 square feet $200.00
4. 1,201 to 3,000 square feet $350.00
5. 3,001 to 5,000 square feet $500.00
6. 5,001 to 12,000 square feet $650.00
7. 12,001 to 24,000 square feet $800.00
8. 24,001 to 48,000 square feet $950.00
9. 48,001 to 60,000 square feet $1,100.00
10. 60,001 to 75,000 square feet $2,000.00
11. 75,001 to 100,000 square feet $3,000.00
12. 100,001 to more square feet $4,000.00
13. First Follow-up inspection No Additional Charge
14. Second Follow-up inspection $250.00
15. Third Follow-up inspection $500.00

. Fourth Follow-up inspection enforcement actions will be taken
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. Public and private schools, houses of worship, and other governmental buildings, fees are
waived.



B. Inspections

@8] The Municipality will inspect each rental unit located within the Municipality
annually. Agent must schedule the required inspection prior to the unit being
occupied.

2) The Municipal Officials shall be authorized to enforce this Chapter and to take
appropriate measures to abate violations hereof, for and on behalf of the
Municipality.

3) A successful fire prevention inspection by itself shall not warrant that a property is
lawful, safe, habitable or in compliance with any other applicable Municipal
Ordinances.

4) This Chapter shall not be construed as to limit the municipal officials’ authority to
conduct inspections or enforcement actions under other applicable municipal
ordinances or to require that a property be made available for inspection whenever
there is a complaint or probable cause that a violation of a municipal ordinance may

be present.

§45-23.5. Appeals

A.  Any Person affected by a decision, violation notice, report or order of a municipal official
under this Chapter shall have the right to appeal to the Municipality’s Building Regulations
Committee.

§45-23.6. Penalties

A. Any Person who shall violate a provision of this Chapter, or should fail to comply therewith,
or with any of the requirements thereof, upon conviction in a summary proceeding under the
Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, be guilty of a summary offense and shall be
punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000, plus court costs and reasonable attorney’s fees
incurred by the township in the enforcement proceedings. Upon judgment against any person
by summary conviction, or by proceedings by summons on default of the payment of the fine
or penalty imposed and the costs, such person may be sentenced and committed to the county
correctional facility for a period not exceeding 30 days. If the penalty is not paid the
Municipality may initiate a civil action for collection in accordance with the Pennsylvania
Rules of Civil Procedure. Each day a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense, and
each section of this chapter that is violated shall also constitute a separate offense. In
addition to or in lieu of enforcement under this section, the Municipality may enforce this
Chapter in equity in the Court of Common Pleas of Delaware County.

B. Non-exclusive remedies. The penalty provisions of this Chapter shall not limit the ability of
the Municipality to enforce other municipal ordinances and to utilize the penalties, remedies
and procedures provided under such other municipal ordinances and/or federal or
commonwealth laws.

§45-23.7. Billing and Collection of Fees

A. The Municipal Official, at the completion of the inspection, will provide the property owner
or occupant a copy of the inspection report and invoice.



B. The fire prevention inspection fees are payable upon receipt of the invoice to Springfield
Township, Attention: Department of Emergency Services, 50 Powell Road, Springfield, PA

19064. :
§45-23.8. Record Retention

A. All official records of inspections shall be kept by the municipality in the offices of the
Municipality for a period of seven (7) years.

§45-23.9. Immediate Fire or Other Safety Hazard

A. If upon inspection, it is the opinion of the designated fire prevention inspector that an immediate
fire hazard or condition dangerous to human life or property-exists, the designated fire prevention
inspector is hereby authorized to order immediate corrective actions to rectify the hazard or
condition.

SECTION 2. REPEALER. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith or in conflict with
any of the specific terms enacted hereby, to the extent of said inconsistencies or conflicts are not
addressed in the Ordinance including but not limited to language applying the stricter standard, are hereby
specifically repealed.

SECTION 3. REVISIONS. The Municipality’s Board of Commissioners does hereby reserve the right to
adopt modifications of, supplements to, or amendments of its Ordinance, including this provision.

SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. In the event that any section, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this
Ordinance shall be declared illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction,
such declaration shall not prevent, preclude or otherwise foreclose enforcement of any of the remaining
portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance amendment shall become effective five (5) days after
the date of enactment.

SECTION 6. FAILURE TO ENFORCE NOT A WAIVER. The failure of the Municipality to enforce any
provision of this Ordinance shall not constitute a waiver by the Municipality of its rights of future
enforcement hereunder.

* Fees collected from this Ordinance to be deposited in the Emergency Services Account.

ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Commissioners for Springfield Township,
Delaware County, Pennsylvania, this 13th day of June, 2023.



ATTEST: SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

By:
J. Lee Fulton, Township Manager " Jeffrey Rudolph, President

At the time and place noted above, all interested parties may attend and have
an opportunity to be heard. The proposed ordinance will be considered for
adoption at the above referenced meeting of the Board of Commissioners.



