
   NOVEMBER 21, 2023    

   

REGULAR MEETING   

   The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was 

called to order by President Rudolph at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday,         

  November 21, 2023, in the Township Building. 

 

 

ROLL CALL  The following Commissioners were present: Mrs. Sage, 

Messrs. Rudolph, Dion and Layden.  Also present were 

Messrs. Lucas and Byrne.  Absent were Messrs. Kelly, 

Kennedy, Lanciano and Fulton.  

 

 

INVOCATION  The Invocation was given by Pastor Novak, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance by Mr. Layden.   

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

     

MINUTES   On motion of Mrs. Sage, the minutes of October 10,  

   2023, were approved as submitted.  Second by Mr. Layden 

   and carried. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  Mr. David Russel, 424 Foulke Lane, questioned the items 

on the agenda and if the board will act on those items this 

evening?  Mr. James Byrne, Solicitor for Springfield Township 

explained that the agenda is now posted 24 hours prior to the 

meeting due to the Sunshine Law.  It can be difficult to get an 

agenda ready because things come up at the last minute, we try 

our best but sometimes things happen, which is what happened 

last week and on the advice of myself we postponed the 

meeting.  The agenda is published on Facebook the day before 

and if you ever need anything that you want to follow up on 

further, you can call the Township, or my office and I will get 

you whatever you are looking for.  The Budget ordinance will 

be read a second time.  Mr. Russell stated there was no agenda 

posted in the hallway outside and the information on the 

bulletin board out in the hallway is outdated.  Mr. Byrne said  
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  we will look into that and take care of it.    

COMMITTEE  

REPORTS President Rudolph called for Reports of Committees. 

 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS  Mrs. Sage read the social events report and stated the 

Springfield Fire Company will host its annual tree lighting 

ceremony on Saturday, December 2, 2023, at 6:00pm.  There 

will be a parade including the Springfield High School 

marching band, a special guest as well as Christmas Carols 

performed by the Catholic Community Choir.  This is always a 

Magical event and a wonderful way to start off the Holiday 

season so come out and enjoy.   

  

 

HEALTH   Mr. Dion gave the Health report and stated for the month 

of October there were eight restaurant inspections, six retail 

establishment inspections, one grease issue that was taken 

care of and 2 re-inspections as well as the High School being 

inspected.  There was a trash and sewer complaint at Crowell 

Park that was taken care of.    

 

      Leaf accumulation on top of storm sewer inlets results in 

poor drainage and increased flooding problems.  

Conscientiously participating in the Springfield Leaf 

collection has other benefits: overall trash weight is reduced, 

while the more tonnage the Township recycles has a direct 

impact on the funding received from our environmental 

grants.  The 2023 leaf schedule can be found on Springfield 

township’s website/social media outlets or on Comcast 

Channel 5 and Verizon Chanel 30.   

 

CONSERVATION  

COMMITTEE   Mr. Dion gave the Conservation Committee report and  

  stated they have had a very busy summer working on projects 

in the Township, some of the key items completed over the 

summer are worked with Verizon to plan new tree plantings 

and proper beautification along Baltimore Pike, completed a 

tree survey for residents to identify residential priorities of 
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  our tree canopy, attended Springfield Rocks Day to distribute 

free native plants and trees, talk to residents about the 

committee and conservation in Springfield.   Attended a bird 

walk with John Zygmunt.  The Conservation committee 

would like to thank the Board of Commissioners and residents 

for their efforts and ask that they continue to recycle as much 

as possible.  

 

 

GOLF COURSE   Mr. Layden gave the golf course report for October and 

indicated the following: the total rounds were 3,706 bringing 

the year-to-date total to 39,055 rounds.  The Golf Course total 

revenue for the month was $225,942 dollars, bringing the 

course year to date revenue total to $2,267,876.00.  The Golf 

Shop total revenue for the month was $16,884.00 bringing the 

shop’s year-to-date total sales to $179,616.00.  Preparing the 

irrigation system for winterization, fall cleanup of pinecones, 

leaves & debris continues. 

 

 

PRES. RUDOLPH 

PEDESTRIAN  

SAFETY COMMITTEE  Mr. Rudolph read the Pedestrian Safety Committee 

report and stated the Township informed the Pedestrian Safety 

committee that the PennDOT MTF application on behalf of 

the Township’s Powell Rd. and Leamy Avenue Multimodal 

safety improvements project has been officially submitted.  

The intersection was identified as needing signaling upgrades 

due to dated equipment and its proximity to Springfield High 

School , where the number of pedestrian crossings is much 

higher.  We are excited and hopeful that the Township will be 

awarded the grant to increase pedestrian safety in the center of 

town.   
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FIRE SAFETY  



MESSAGE  Mr. Rudolph talked about Carbon Monoxide safety tips 

and stated have your furnace, water heater and any other gas 

or coal-burning appliances serviced by a qualified technician 

every year.  Do not use portable flameless chemical heaters 

indoors.  Have your chimney checked and cleaned every year, 

and make sure your fireplace damper is open before lighting a 

fire and well after the fire is extinguished.  The U.S. Fire 

Administration has put together materials on the dangers of 

carbon monoxide, including a list of carbon monoxide 

poisoning symptoms.  If you think you are experiencing any 

of the symptoms of Carbon Monoxide poisoning, go outside 

and get fresh air immediately and call 911.      

 

 

BILLS SUBMITTED  Mr. Dion made a motion to approve the bills as 

   submitted by the department heads, second by Mr. Layden  

   and carried.    

 

 

UNFINISHED  

BUSINESS  None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Resolution #15-2023   

    Ms. Sage stated keeping with the things that the 

    Pedestrian Safety Committee are doing, we are seeking. 

    grants from the State for upgrading our traffic signals and 

    with that she read Resolution #15-2023 which authorizes the 

    submission of a multimodal transportation fund program 

    grant application to PennDot in the amount of $248,484.00 to 

    be used for completion of safety and pedestrian circulation 

    improvements to the intersection of Powell Road and Leamy 

    Avenue.  Second by Mr. Layden and carried.  
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NEW BUSINESS  

CONTD. 



Resolution #16-2023   

   Mr. Dion read Resolution #16-2023 authorizing the 

   submission of a multimodal transportation fund program 

   grant application to PennDot in the amount of $1,250,000.00 

   to be used for the completion of transportation improvements 

   to State Road in the vicinity of the Coventry Woods project.  

   Second by Ms. Sage and carried.   

 

 

Resolution #17-2023     

   Mr. Layden read Resolution #17-2023 authorizing the 

   submission of a statewide local share account program grant 

   application to the PA Department of Community and 

   Economic development in the amount of $1,000,000.00 to be 

   used for the completion of the Saxer Avenue Accessible 

   Playground project.  Second by Mr. Dion and carried. 

 

PRESIDENT  

RUDOLPH BUDGET 

STATEMENT   

       Mr. Rudolph talked about the budget and stated that this 

   budget was especially difficult as challenges due to 

   increasing costs for fuel, supplies, parts, and public safety 

   create a financial burden that cannot be ignored.  We have 

   worked diligently to present a responsible budget and we are 

   committed to providing the same high level of municipal 

   services to our residents.  This budget is based on an increase  

   from 3.62 mills to 3.92 mills.  We continue to work to scale 

                                             down any increases; based on these changes we respectfully 

                                             submit the 2024 preliminary budget.     

 

 

Proposed Ordinance  

#1631  Mr. Dion read the Proposed Ordinance #1631 for the 

2024 Township Budget  2024 Township Budget.  The 2024 budget calls for  

   expenditures of $22,185,968.00.  The total millage is 3.92 

                                             mills.  Second by Mr. Layden and carried.  
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Proposed Ordinance  

#1633  Mr. Layden read the Proposed Ordinance #1633 

Garbage & Rubbish  amending the garbage and rubbish fee for the year 2024 to 



$300 per residential dwelling unit.  For persons who qualify 

under the Pennsylvania Property Tax or Rent Rebate Program, 

by receiving a rebate check from the State, may request a 

rebate equal to 25% of the amount of the state rebate check 

but will not exceed $150.00 from the Township.  He moved 

that the proposed ordinance be approved.  Seconded by  

  Mr. Dion and carried.  

 

Proposed Ordinance 

#1634  

Sewer Assessments   Mrs. Sage read an ordinance setting the Sewer Rent Rate 

  for the year 2024 at $11.25 per one thousand gallons of water 

  consumed.  Mrs. Sage moved that the ordinance be accepted.  

                                            Seconded by Mr. Layden and carried. 

 

AUTHORIZE RECEIPT 

OF BIDS  Mr. Layden moved that the appropriate officers of the  

  Township be authorized to advertise for receipt of bids for 

  Gasoline and Diesel Fuel to be received no later than 

  10:00 a.m., December 8, 2023.  Seconded by Mrs. Sage 

and carried. 

 

Appointments and 

Vacancies   Mrs. Sage made a motion to appoint Mr. James Rudolph, 

Park Board  112 Snyder Lane to the Park Board for a five-year term which 

  will expire on November 14, 2028, I so move.   Second by 

  Mr. Layden and carried. 

 

Resolution #18-2023   

Zoning Hearing Board 

Alternate Member   Mr. Dion read Resolution #18-2023, appointing  

  Jennifer Collins, 468 Kerr Lane, to the Zoning Hearing Board 

  as an alternate member to fill the unexpired term of 

  Mr. Mingey whose term will expire on June 28, 2023, I so 

  move.  Second by Mr. Layden and carried.    
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PUBLIC COMMENT  Mr. David Russell, 424 Foulke Lane, asked about the 

   Zoning Hearing Board meeting agendas and minutes and why 



   they are not posted on the Township website.  Solicitor Byrne 

   will look into.       

 

 

ADJOURNMENT Mr. Rudolph entertained a motion to adjourn, second by 

                                            Mr. Layden, the meeting adjourned at 8:36pm.   

 

   

 

 


