
Seasonal Tips for 
Year-Round Yard Care

Summer/Fall

Homeowners Key to
Community Stormwater
Management

Here are several simple, familiar

year-round yard care practices

that encourage the absorption of

rainfall and water runoff into the soil

in residential landscapes. These ac-

tions benefit your community by

preventing flooding, soil erosion,

and polluted runoff that threaten

our streams, drinking water, and

ecosystems.

October: Plant trees in your
yard and community 

Fall is the best time for plant-
ing most trees and shrubs. The
more trees and shrubs on your
property, the more stormwater is
controlled in your community.
Consider volunteering to plant
trees in your community with
your tree commission,  watershed
association, or other conservation
organization. 

Leave faded blossoms on
perennials to mature into seed-
heads to support birds and other
wildlife over the winter. 

Spread lime if the soil test in-
dicates soil is too acidic for turf
grass.

August: Redirect roof runoff;
install pervious surfaces

Consider landscape modifica-
tions to help your yard retain 
excess rainwater and prevent
runoff. Redirect all downspouts
which drain onto paved surfaces

and storm sew-
ers to flow into
a rain barrel,
rain garden,
mulched bed or
grassy area, 
located down-
grade from

your house.  Attend a rain barrel
workshop hosted by your munici-
pality, Master Gardeners,  or local
watershed association. 

Minimize impervious surfaces
such as asphalt and concrete on
walks, patios, and driveways on
your property. Replace them with
gravel or pervious blocks or
pavers that allow rain and excess
water runoff to soak into the soil.

September: Renovate or
overseed your lawn; use
slow-release fertilizer

Labor Day signals the best
time of year to renovate your
lawn. Core aerate, then overseed
a closely mowed lawn with a fine
fescue grass seed mixture and
spread a slow-acting, organic fer-
tilizer.  Fine fescues require less
fertilizer and water. Slow-release
fertilizers are less water soluble
and therefore less polluting to
streams. Less compacted soils 
absorb more rainwater.

November: Harvest fallen
leaves 

Start a compost pile with
fallen leaves. Mix in non-meat
kitchen scraps or other “green” 
organic matter. Compost can be
used next year to condition your
soil so that it can
absorb more rain
water. Purchase
a compost bin
and attend a
c o m p o s t i n g
workshop hosted
by your County
Solid Waste Authority, Master
Gardeners, or Pennsylvania Re-
sources Council. Mow last, light
leaf fall with a mulching mower
and leave the fragments in the
lawn as mulch for grass plants.

Fertilize late fall with a slow-
release, organic fertilizer to en-
courage root development, which
will create a healthier, more re-
silient lawn next  year.

July: Plant flowering plants;
attract beneficial predators 

Plants of all kinds help reduce
stormwater runoff from residen-
tial properties. Their roots absorb
water and break up and aerate
the soil as they grow. 

Flowering native perennials
will attract beneficial predators

and pollinator birds, butterflies,
and other insects. Perennials also
develop extensive root systems 
to hold and enrich the soil. 
Monitor plants for pests and 
control them with environmen-
tally friendly applications or use
plain water to
avoid contam-
inating water
runoff with
c h e m i c a l s
that endanger
streams.

June: Raise mower height;
judiciously control weeds
and pests 

Raise your mower height to 3
inches for summer months. Taller
grass grows deeper roots, shades
and protects the soil, is less prone
to disease, pests, and weeds, and
captures more excess rainwater on
the property.

Leave an unmowed edge
(three feet or more in width) along
streams, ponds, and drainage
channels to prevent erosion. 

Late May or early June is a
good time to spread biological
controls on your lawn or garden,
such as beneficial nematodes to
control Japanese beetle grubs.
Avoid use of chemical pesticides
and herbicides if possible, they
damage beneficial insects and soil
structures. If weed problems de-
velop, spot treat specific weed
patches rather than treating the
entire lawn or garden.


